Introduction

same letter, Swift asked Addison whether it would be 'of
any account* for him to come to England. Within a day
or two the news of Godolphin's dismissal reached Ireland.
On 28 August the Irish Parliament was prorogued, and
Wharton, to look after his personal interests, hastened
to depart for London. Swift, at the last moment, caught
the yacht on which the Lord Lieutenant was crossing,
31 August 1710, and two days later the first letter of the
Journal was written at Chester.

Swift came to England officially empowered to solicit
on behalf of the Irish Church the remission of first-fruits
and twentieth parts. His commission took the form of a
letter addressed to the Bishops of Ossory and Killaloe,
who were then in London on the same business, informing
them that the Irish prelates desired him to act with them,
requesting, also, that if they were compelled to leave before
they had 'brought the business to effect' they would hand
him 'the papers relating to it'. He can have felt no regret
to find, on reaching London, that they had left town. In
consequence the Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin
sent Swift a personal commission, dated 24 October 171 o,1
authorizing him 'to take the full management' of the
business into his own hands.
The air was full of rumour and uncertainty. Swift had
lost his faith in the Whigs, and they were now 'drowning
men' who could do nothing for him. The 'short, dry, and
morose'2 reception Godolphin gave him roused his resent-
ment and marked a further stage in the severance of his
relations with the political party which he had hitherto
supported. Swift's abandonment of his Whig allegiance
at this time has been misrepresented. The abrupt trans-
ference of his friendship and service to the Tory side
appeared to his contemporaries, as it has to later critics, a
1 See Appendixes I and II for the text of the two commissions.
* Gomsp. i. 194.